FEATURED

Chaz Guest

Soul Immortalized

Crealively cralling cultural art that is timeless and caplures the raw essence ol the human spiril.

Soul On Canvas

MONARCII MAGAZINE: ITow early in vour life did vour gifl begin Lo speak Lo vou?

As a seven-year-old child I'was very keen Lo silence and nalure and the nature around me, Thal allorded me Lo go

inside and to really appreciate the joy that a box ol Cravola cravons could bring.
MONARCH MAGAZINE: Whal made vou believe thal vou could be an artist?

CHAZ GUEST: Well first ofl, I didn’t become an arlisl, I was always an arlisl. We all are who we are. [ honed this crafl
and had [aith in il because I have always known mysell as a man of greal discipline. [ have been keenly aware of

speaking Lhings inlo existence and I never minded the hard work and patience that il was going Lo Lake.



MONARCII MAGAZINE: Were Lhere arlists in your [amily or others around you thal were arlists?

CHAZ GUEST: I come [rom a very arlistic family. They are all very lalented individuals. ITowever. no one really
embarked on an artislic discipline like I chose Lo do. They were all a little bit more sane. Chaz mosl recently
collaborated wilth the Tohoku Tourism Promolion Organizalion [or an immersive display ol images entitled CIIAZ
JOURNALS TOIOKU. These exquisile, one-ol-a-kind works presented a vivid exploration, which captured the
essence of northern Japan, where Chaz recently visiled. The exhibilion was held in the DTLA Arls Districl and

featured various producls from the northern region ol Japan, highlighting the beauly and spiril of the cullure.

MONARCIH MAGAZINE: Was your artwork always [ocused on exposing culture Lo the world?

CIHAZ GUEST: Nol on purpose. IL was just that I saw thal history and mosl conversations in history weren't inclusive:

more so. like, il it wasn’t While then it wasn’t right, and I knew Lhal il was erroneous.

MONARCI MAGAZINE: Your artwork has found itsell within the homes
ol some of the mosl influential people Loday. ITave you always

experienced this level of success?

CHAZ GUEST: No. I have never pul much stock in peoples’ uniforms or
status and realized thal most people have stolen and lied themselves into
cerlain posilions anyway. I chose Lo embrace good people. I have learned
carly on that media loves celebrily, so I made that thing happen: albeil,

my painlings are there [or anyone who is willing Lo appreciale them.

MONARCII MAGAZINE: Can you indicale the period where you [elt thal

vou have arrived?

CIHAZ GUEST: I have NOT. What does thal mean? I paid my son through

Morehouse College. does thal count?

MONARCI MAGAZINE: Navigaling Lhe arl world seems Lo be very

challenging, whal advice would you give Lo an upcoming arlist?

CIHAZ GUEST: Don’L have a plan B. Work hard. Keep painting. Stay focused. Become very good al relationships. Painl

and speak your truth.

MONARCII MAGAZINE:The imagery you choose Lo use for Buffalo Warrior is very reminiscenl Lo a superhero. Did

vou ulilize this styvle ol imagery Lo connecl the African American soldier Lo a yvounger audience?

CHAZ GUEST: ILis nol reminiscenl Lo a superhero: he is a superhero thal is African American. ITowever, he is a
universal superhero Lhal is in the same vain as Iron Man or Superman. I think thal our vouth is slarving [or lrue
history, and of course they would love lo see themselves or someone that looks like them in this realm of superhero.

Buflalo Warrior, which is currently in developmenl. is unique and he will tell a beauliful story.



MONARCI MAGAZINE: Whal aboul your visil Lo Gambia prompled you

Lo start Chaz Guesl World Arl Project?

CHAZ GUEST: One day, we were on our way Lo Lhe State ITouse, which is
equivalent Lo the While IHouse. Traveling on the road I heard children
laughing. so I asked the driver Lo stop and I wenl inside the bush Lo
discover an entire family all busy al work and the little children running
and playing. I was curious Lo see il they could draw. So. I gol slicks and
cleared Lhe dirt and these little kids started pulling oul some Picasso-
esque drawings. The children [rom the inner cily and the children ol
Alrica trading portrails came into mind: similar Lo a pen pal where I gol
Lhe idea of wanling Lo creale a portrail trading. This is where The World
Arl Projecl came Lo mind. Now Lthe big trick was figuring oul how to fund
somelhing like this. I was quickly introduced Lo where passion meels the

realily of [unding, lol.

MONARCI MAGAZINE: Whal arlisls speak Lo you?

CIIAZ GUEST: There are a number of arlists thal come Lo mind bul lo name a few, Romare Bearden: the work ethic

ol Picasso — and he’s a guy’s guy: then there is the palience ol Salvador Dali and the sensuousness of Balthus.

MONARCI MAGAZINE: ITow do you wanl Lo be defined?

CHAZ GUEST: You know, like a guy who really came {rom nothing in the background of arl, where through passion,
[aith and imagination cryslallized a life beaulifully made by hand as one who makes painlings. In addilion, can see

mysell as a 100-year-old man slill doing the same thing.

Chaz Guesl Studios is based in NewYork & LosAngeles. Owners ol his exquisile works include Barack & Michelle

Obama, Oprah Winlrey, Angelina Jolie, Tvler Perry, Beth Rudin DeWoody, and Lthe lale Blake Byrne.




